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Abstract
American History X (1998) film produced by David McKenna, focuses on racism as the central theme. The film main character is Derek. It is an exhibition of hatred and racism. He raised in an affectionate family. The paper will analyze various scenes in this film and show an incredible   psychological change from racial hatred to mature, responsible leader. Racism is displayed when he joined white prisoners gang group and killed Afro American who attempted to steal his truck. The theme of change is displayed in the film when Dereck recognizes the failure of his family is his fault, and the only mean to fix it is to change to a moral person.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The movie American History X (1998) produced by David McKenna and directed by Tony Kaye, is an exhibition of racism and rhetoric hatred (Akasyah, 2014). The objective film domain in psychology—the focus of the film centres around Derek's primary character. The film's scenes show an incredible psychological change from radical, racist skinhead to open-minded, mature leader against the hatred he formerly wrought. The main character’s father is murdered in a drive, leaving him and his family helpless to the influence of Cameron. He intentionally and cruelly kills Crips gang members stealing his car. He serves three years in jail (Defilmblog, 1998). The terrifying and most convincing scenes are the skinhead’s attachment, which is directed by Derek's. His brilliant oratory and powered by drug substances, tattoos, and the requirement for entire individuals to belong to a movement, is more significant (Barron, 2020). Each of the scenes is filmed in black and white colour to explain Derek's position about life.
The major highlights of this film related to the fundamental concept of the course are the dissuasion of capital punishment. Derek turns to racist beliefs and vehemence to cope with grief, entirely disregard the penalties of his behaviour and cruelly kills the Afro American for attempting to steal his truck (Barron, 2020). The brutal mentality that he developed after his father death concept is discussed in capital punishment and deterrence.  The film is fictional, and the main themes are racism and stereotyping, the struggle of change, social identity, and persuasion. The paper analyses the major themes of American History X film.
One of the prevalent psychological aspect in the film is racism and how discrimination ultimately contributes to one's demise (Akasyah, 2014). Racism is bias and discrimination by people, the public or institution against individuals based on their specific race or racial group, mainly a minority.  Racism can occur in many forms, such as hatred directed to individuals of colour based on a socially constructed racial hierarchy that privileges one colour against the other. Racism is presented today in our society as ever (Salter, Adams & Perez, 2018). Globally we can observe cases of prejudice and discrimination. Research indicates that racism is a matter of conduct, usually an indicator of hatred for people based on their physical characteristics. It is a matter of dogma and a principle regarding the human races. The behaviour and the means individuals think about human beings and their bodily features driven by people’s experiences they have made in life and how they reflect their actions (Salter, Adams & Perez, 2018). Many people encounter racist treatment in life through inequitable treatment, harassment, and social exclusion.
The scenes depict how racisms, among other problems, can adversely affect someone's judgement. After Dereck's father deaths, the family is adversely affected financially and emotionally. Dereck's brother joins the neo-Nazi gang for an outlet, which later inspires his young brother Daniel to follow him (Akasyah, 2014).  The family ties become increasingly strained in many ways, which influences Dereck's racism. His eventual influence on his younger brother contributes to their downfall. Dereck is a former pupil of Sweeney's who is a black tutor and his mentor (Defilmblog, 1998). His racist father discouraged his vulnerable son from following the teacher (Prorokova, 2015). In the playgrounds, the racial hate of the skinhead is reflected by the other home-grown cultural groups, and tribalism is a central theme in the movie. Dereck is spent three years in jail for voluntarily killing two young African American who tried to steal his car.
The film also displays prison gangs. While initially beginning a custodial sentence, Derek associates with fellow skinhead prisoners and increases impact outside the jail behaviour (Akasyah, 2014). He joins a racist group immediately after he enters prison. There is no specific name given to the prison gang, but there is clear racial segregation in the display of the groups. In many jails, individuals must join certain prison gang groups for protections. So, in his need for protection, Derek turns to the racist white prison group. Violence and delinquencies are closely related to racism, and it is not astonishing to experience it in many prison centres. Derek joined the African American individuals and turned his hatred against his fellow skinheads instead. In prisons, racial segregation occurs because the jailed individuals live with same minded individuals to find protection and companionship—Derek further losses trust in his naive opinions after suffering a ruthless attack.
Secondly, American History X film depicts the capacity of oneself to change. Change is the dramatic transformation of bad moral behaviour to better ethical conduct (Johnson & Martínez-Guzmán, 2019). In the scene, the devastated Derrick blames his father's death. In jail, Derrick experienced a slow transition from a white zealot to a mature, responsible leader. The film scenes show that it is not his father's demise that changed him, but his father's mealtime conversations and education on racism. The young Daniel was a good learner (Varndell, 2017). Derek joined school before him: both are taught by an Afro American history tutor named Sweeney, who portrays a moral character in the movie. 
The movie scenes feel like tacked-on motivations. Derek turned to be the responsible head of the family. He underwent a thoughtful change and no longer want himself nor Danny to be part of the dangerous movement. The information Derek shared with his brother about his experience in prison creates new insights into the young Daniel (Varndell, 2017). At the end of the film, Daniel dies in a high school boy's room. The director uses the narrative effects of light, where the past events are shown in white, while scenes of the pasts are just black and white. Each effect of light portrays the mindset of Dereck. He viewed people as either black and white, but as he overcomes his past, he realizes that the way he lived would never lead to a better life (Varndell, 2017). He acknowledges the value each human inherits, no matter the colour of their skin. In prison, Derek is tired of inmates talking about drugs. He decided to break away from the prison group and be on his own.  The act of retaliation causes him to be beaten and raped. Derek recognizes the failure of his household is his immoral behaviour, and the only means to fix it is to convert a good person.
Third, another theme depicted in the film is social identity. Social identity is a person’s understanding of who they are in their group relationship (Hogg, Abrams & Brewer, 2017). Social groups, such as families, class, and prison gang groups which individual belongs are an essential foundation of pride and confidence. They give a person a sense of social individuality and a sense of belonging to the social community. The fundamental theory of social individualism is that group memberships will pursue to find negative features of the other groups, thus improving their self-image (Hogg, Abrams & Brewer, 2017). The examples of social identity are race, gender, and social class. The film scenes display the social identity concept when Derek joins prison groups. The main film's character starts like an average teenager and a gifted learner with an affectionate family. Still, after his father died, he joins descending spiral of ethnic hatred. Derek's lifestyle sends him to prison. The curb storming scene displays his brutal actions. He joined fellow inmate skinhead prisoners and increasing his effect outside of prison. Later he began to feel betrayed and isolate himself from the group. After his father's death, Derek becomes the head of his family, protecting his younger brother.
Lastly, the scenes prevalently display the theme of persuasion. Persuasion serves a vital function in society. Persuasion is the process by which communications from other people influence an individual's attitudes or behaviour (Albarracín et al., 2018).  Individuals’ attitudes are also affected by factors such as verbal threats and physical coercion. Persuasion is displayed when Derek kills Afro Americans who tried to carjack his car and join a white inmate prison group. He experienced verbal threats after he left the white inmate prison gang group.
In conclusion, the film American History X focuses on the main character, Derek. The main film's character starts like an average teenager and a gifted student with an affectionate family. The movie scenes exhibit an incredible psychological change from radical, racist skinhead to open-minded, mature leader against the hate he formerly wrought. The film is fictional, and the main themes are racism and stereotyping, the struggle of change, social identity, and persuasion.  Each of the scenes is filmed in black and white colour to explain Derek's position about life. Derek recognizes the failure of his household is his misconduct and the only means to change it is to convert a moral person. In prisons, racial segregation occurs because the jailed individuals live with same minded individuals to find protection and companionship.  The social identity theme is displayed when Derek heads his family. He decided to break away from the prison group and be on his own. The central idea of the film is how racism affects society. Social transformation gives persons a logic of social distinctiveness and a sense of ownership to the public community.
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